Dornach, October 2018

Dear Colleagues, dear Friends
We are very pleased to invite you to the Research Conference of the Medical Section 2019,
which is being organized together with the Natural Science Section this year. The
conference provides an opportunity for us to address the following questions together with
leading representatives of research and teaching in this field:
What is the contribution of the approach of Goethean science to the further
development of medicine?
What can motivate young doctors and academics to explore this approach in
research and teaching and develop it further?
What relevance does Goethean science have for medicine today? Will it have a
future role in knowledge development and teaching in the life sciences?
We cordially invite interested students (especially students of the natural sciences,
pharmacy and medicine), physicians working with patients, researchers in the various fields
of Goethean science and everyone involved in education and training to join us for this
research conference.
We want to exchange ideas on the possibilities of Goethean science for the further
development of medicine, pharmacy and therapies.
We are therefore looking forward to your participation and contributions.
Dr. med. Matthias Girke and Georg Soldner
Medical Section

PD Dr. Friedrich Edelhäuser
Witten/Herdecke University

Johannes Kühl
Natural Science Section

14.00

Conference opening
Welcome by Georg Soldner and Friedrich Edelhäuser

14.15

Goethean Science and Medicine
Armin Husemann

15.15

Discussion of lecture

15.30

Short break

15.45

What is Goethean Science?
Wolfgang Schad

16.45

Discussion of lecture

17.00

Coffee break

17.30

Goethean Science and Evolution
○

Trends and Patterns in the Evolution of Early Mammals in Modern Evolutionary
Biology and Anthroposophy
Susanna Kümmell

○

Methodological Aspects in the Investigation of Autonomy Development
in Evolution
Bernd Rosslenbroich

19.00

Discussion of the lectures

19.30

Evening break

20.30

Research on Light and Color:
Enriching Physics through Goethean Science
Matthias Rang

21.30

End of the first day

08.30

Singing together

09.00

A Short History of Polarity. From Goethe’s Nature Studies to Medicine.
Olaf Müller

10.00

Discussion of lecture

10.30

Short break

11.00

Goethean Science and Molecular Biology
○

Goethean Reflections on the Immune System
Roman Huber

○

Integration of Goethean and University Research Methods
Carsten Gründemann

12.30

Discussion of the lectures

13.00

Lunch break

15.00

Working groups

16.30

Coffee break

17.00

Goethean Science and Natural Science
○

Goethean Science – Possibilities for Broadening the Perspective in Genetics
Johannes Wirz

○

Goethean Science, Cognitive Science and Modern Science
Peter Heusser

18.30

Discussion of the lectures

19.00

Evening break

20.00

What is the Importance and Task of Goethean Science for the Further Development of
Science and Medicine?
Podium discussion moderated by Peter Heusser
Podium: Olaf Müller, Matthias Rang, Wolfgang Schad, Jochen Bockemühl,
Matthias Girke, Friedrich Edelhäuser, Susanna Kümmell, Ruth Mandera,
Bernd Rosslenbroich, Johannes Kühl, Guus van der Bie, Armin Husemann

21.30

End of the second day

08.30

Singing together

09.00

Goethean Science and Teaching
○

The Four Elements as a Basis for Multidimensional Knowledge
Friedrich Edelhäuser

○

What Can We Learn from Students in Accessing Life?
The Chance to Become a Learning Community
Christian Scheffer

10.30

Discussion of the lectures

10.45

Short break

11.15

Goethean Science in Training
Podium discussion moderated by Georg Soldner
Podium: Friedrich Edelhäuser, Christian Scheffer, Philipp Busche, Peter Heusser,
Armin Husemann, Diethard Tauschel, Guus van der Bie

12.00

Does the World Live in Me? – On the Possibility of Spiritual Development of Knowledge
through Goethean Science and Anthroposophy
Jochen Bockemühl

12.30

Concluding remarks
Friedrich Edelhäuser and Georg Soldner

12.45

End of conference
The conference language will be German.
All lectures and podium discussions will be translated into English.
• Subject to change •

Saturday, 15.00–16.30
1. On the morphology of mistletoe host trees
Jan Albert Rispens
2. Mistletoe substances as metamorphosed processes of shape formation
Konrad Urech
3. Experiments on the relationship between physics and human vision
Matthias Rang
4. Regulative ideas as guidance for empirical and theoretical research
Olaf Müller
5. Learning to think as a whole as a doctor
Armin Husemann
6. Learning from bees to recognize the whole – observations on a beehive
Johannes Wirz
7. Goethean aspects of teaching in medicine and embryology:
Wonder, empathy and conscience
Guus van der Bie

PD Dr. med. Friedrich Edelhäuser
Neurologist, head physician of the department for neurological first stage rehabilitation at Gemeinschaftskrankenhaus Herdecke and cooperative collegial leadership of the Integrative Curriculum for Anthroposophic
Medicine at Witten/Herdecke University (Germany). His research interests include the phenomenology of
human movement, research on the physiological effects of non-pharmacological therapies, as well as
educational research in medical studies.
Dr. med. Matthias Girke
Specialist in internal medicine, palliative medicine, diabetology, Anthroposophic Medicine. Co-founder of
Gemeinschaftskrankenhaus Havelhöhe Berlin (Germany). Co-founder and a member of the board of DAMiD,
the umbrella organization for Anthroposophic Medicine in Germany. Member of the Board of the Association
of Anthroposophic Physicians in Germany. Head of the Medical Section of the School of Spiritual Science at
the Goetheanum (Switzerland) since 2016. Member of the Executive Council of the Anthroposophical Society
since 2017.
Johannes Kühl
Physicist, head of the Natural Science Section of the School of Spiritual Science at the Goetheanum
(Switzerland) since 1996. Various works on fluid physics, mechanics of the human movement organism, on
phenomenological optics, in particular the field of atmospheric colors and Goethe’s theory of color. Study of
the effects of electromagnetic waves and electromagnetic radiation. Work on radioactivity and radiation, as
well as technology and “sub-nature”.
Georg Soldner
Specialist in pediatrics. Joint practice in Munich (Germany) with a focus on the treatment of chronically ill
children from 1994 to 2016. Member of the Executive Board of the Medical Seminar in Bad Boll (Germany)
since 1990. Member of the Executive Board of the Association of Anthroposophic Physicians in Germany since
1999. Director of the Academy Anthroposophic Medicine in Germany since 2013. Deputy head of the Medical
Section of the School of Spiritual Science at the Goetheanum (Switzerland) since 2016.
Dr. med. Guus van der Bie
Retired general practitioner. Lecturer in medical education in the Netherlands and Germany. In the
Professorship Anthroposophic Health Care at the University of Applied Sciences Leiden (Netherlands) he
concentrates on phenomenology and anthroposophic input in studies.
Dr. rer. nat. Jochen Bockemühl
Studied zoology, botany, chemistry and geology. Doctorate on the faunal ecology of soil-dwelling insects in
1955. At the same time, he familiarized himself with the epistemology of Rudolf Steiner and the ideas of
anthroposophy. Collaborator at the Research Institute at the Goetheanum (Switzerland) since 1956. Head of
the Natural Science Section at the Goetheanum 1971–1996. Areas of work: landscape work, botany, medicinal
plant research. Wide-ranging publications on Goetheanism, including the temporal gestalt of the formative
movements of the living, and a guide to the knowledge of medicinal plants.
Philipp Busche
Specialist in internal medicine and gastroenterology at Klinik Arlesheim (Switzerland). Teacher at the Eugen
Kolisko Akademy (Germany) since 2004. Director of Physician Training Arlesheim (Switzerland) since 2016.
Founding member of the board of Initiative für Ausbildung in Anthroposophischer Medizin.
Dr. rer. nat. PD Carsten Gründemann
Biologist at the University Center of Naturopathy, University Hospital Freiburg (Germany). The research focus
of the working group is to investigate immunological and antitumoral effects of herbal preparations and
medications of naturopathy. Recognition Award of the Austrian Ministry of Science at the science2business
Award 2017.

Prof. Dr. med. Peter Heusser
Specialist in general medicine and Anthroposophic Medicine. Lecturer in Anthroposophic Medicine at the
University of Bern (Switzerland) 1995–2008, where he established a working group for anthroposophic medical
research. Habilitation and from 2009–2017 holder of the Chair of Medical Theory, Integrative and Anthroposophic Medicine in the Faculty of Health at Witten/Herdecke University (Germany). Since 2017 Senior
Professorship for Medical Anthropology at Witten/Herdecke University.
Prof. Dr. med. Roman Huber
Specialist in internal medicine, gastroenterology, additional training in naturopathy, acupuncture,
Anthroposophic Medicine. Head of the University Center for Complementary Medicine at the University
Medical Center, Freiburg (Germany). Work focus: clinical studies on the efficacy of herbal medicinal products.
Experimental studies on the efficacy of non-drug methods in naturopathy.
Dr. med. Armin Husemann
General practitioner and Anthroposophic Medicine. Own practice in Stuttgart since 1987. Active as a school
doctor from 1988 to 1993, since 1993 director and lecturer at the Eugen Kolisko Academy in Filderstadt
(Germany). Lecturer in Anthroposophic Medicine and anthroposophic anthropology at home and abroad. He
has published numerous books on medical topics from an anthroposophic point of view, in which he develops
above all a sculptural-musical anthropology.
Dr. rer. nat. Susanna Kümmell
Geologist and scientific assistant at the Institute of Evolutionary Biology, Faculty of Health, Witten/Herdecke
University (Germany). Fields of research include: evolutionary trends, homology and feature development;
heterochrony in ontogeny and phylogeny, ontogenetic plasticity and patterns in synaptic development;
didactics of evolution and geosciences and Waldorf education; knowledge theory and natural philosophy.
Ruth Mandera
Botanist. Education and research in the Natural Science Section of the School of Spiritual Science, Dornach
(Switzerland) 1980–1983. Scientific assistant at WALA Heilmittel GmbH 1983–1998: Fundamental research on
capillary dynamolysis, Goetheanism and the knowledge of medicinal plants. Freelance lecturer on botany and
Goethean observation of medicinal plants, mainly in the training and further education of doctors, alternative
practitioners and pharmacists since 1998.
Prof. Dr. Olaf Müller
Holder of the Chair of Scientific Theory of Natural Sciences and Natural Philosophy at Humboldt University of
Berlin (Germany). He studied mathematics and philosophy, received his doctorate in 1996 with a thesis on
philosophy of language, habilitated in 2001 with a thesis on deception through permanent computer
simulation. Further areas of interest: metaphysics, epistemology, philosophy of language, metaethics, theory
of pacifism, polarity. In 2015 he published the book “Mehr Licht” in which he rehabilitated Goethe as a natural
scientist in Goethe’s dispute with Newton about colors – countering two centuries of misguided Goethe
criticism.
Dr. rer. nat. Matthias Rang
Studied physics and didactics of physics. PhD on phenomenological approaches to complementary spectra in
2015. Research associate at the Research Institute at the Goetheanum since 2007. Areas of work:
complementary phenomena in optics, such as complementary spectra and complementary images. Study of
the relationship between Goethe’s theory of color and Newton’s optics and newer optics. Currently developing
an experiment on lighting processes.

Jan Albert Rispens
Biologist. Head of “Studienjahr für anthroposophische Natur- und Menschenkunde” in Klagenfurt (Austria)
since 2008. Interdisciplinary research project “Mistletoe and host tree” in the context of anthroposophic
cancer research since 1996. Accompaniment of research projects within the framework of training in
Goethean-Anthroposophic natural science. Member of the board of the Natural Science Section at the
Goetheanum since 2014.
PD Dr. med. vet. Bernd Rosslenbroich
Head of the Institute of Evolutionary Biology, Faculty of Health, Witten/Herdecke University (Germany) since
2007. Studies on the question of autonomy in evolution since 1998, habilitation on this topic in 2006. His
research interests are: patterns and processes in macroevolution, organism and systems biology as well as
philosophy of biology and medicine, but also general zoology and observing nature on excursions and travels,
for example to Northern Europe, Africa and Malaysia.
Prof. Dr. rer. nat. Wolfgang Schad
Evolutional biologist. Lecturer at the Seminar for Waldorf Education in Stuttgart (Germany) since 1975. In
addition, member of the Pedagogical Research Center of the Federation of Independent Waldorf Schools in
Stuttgart (Germany), for a time as director. In 1992 he assumed the specially founded Chair and the Institute
for Evolutionary Biology and Morphology at Witten/Herdecke University (Germany). He retired in 2007.
From 1982–1985 he published four anthologies on Goethean science, with contributions by various authors,
under the title “Goetheanistische Naturwissenschaft”. His main work “Understanding Mammals:
Threefoldness and Diversity” stands out among his many publications.
Dr. med. Christian Scheffer
Specialist in internal medicine, emergency medicine. Head of the PJ Teaching Ward for Integrative Medicine
at Gemeinschaftskrankenhaus Herdecke (Germany). Cooperative collegial leadership of the Integrated
Curriculum for Anthroposophic Medicine at Witten/Herdecke University (Germany). Master of Medical
Education. Educational research and publications on patient and learning-centered didactics, the ICURAM
teaching ward and the development of empathy.
Diethard Tauschel
Physician in the departments of neurology and internal medicine at Gemeinschaftskrankenhaus Herdecke
(Germany) 2001–2006. Additional Training in Traditional Chinese Medicine, Color Meridian Therapy, Master
of Medical Education. Since 2003, development and cooperative collegial leadership of the Integrated
Curriculum for Anthroposophic Medicine at Witten/Herdecke University (Germany), with a focus on
anthropology, knowledge of remedies, personality development and learning.
Dr. sc. nat. Konrad Urech
Biologist. Researcher at the Hiscia Research Institute, Association for Cancer Research, Arlesheim (Switzerland)
with a focus on pharmaceutical research and development since 1979. Hiscia’s department for pharmaceutical
development is working to develop new preparations for the treatment of cancer, based on mistletoe and
other natural substances.
Dr. rer. nat. Johannes Wirz
Molecular biologist. Research associate at the Research Institute at the Goetheanum (Switzerland) since 1987.
Director of the Institute. Publisher of “Elemente der Naturwissenschaft” since 1993. Developmental biological
work on amphibians, various projects on insects, bee health and beekeeping. Other key areas of work: genetics
and non-Mendelian inheritance of Senecio vulgaris under stress conditions, documented by morphology and
developmental dynamics.

