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The past 100 Years and 10,000 Years of Agriculture in the present Time
Interview with Ueli Hurter, questions asked by Wolfgang Held 

 
“Looking back as Looking forward”, this is the subtit-
le you have given the coming agriculture conference. 
What does it mean? 
Ueli Hurter: We are planning a trilogy. In 2024, when 
we celebrate 100 years of the Agriculture Course, we 
do not want to press everything into one conference, 
one moment. In 2024 we intend to concentrate on the 
impulses of the “Agriculture Course” and answer the 
question how these impulses live today or should live. 
This will work all the better, the better we now suc-
ceed at the coming conference with looking back. We 
have grasped that our agriculture did not start with 
Koberwitz in 1924. The beginning of its history stret-
ches further back into the past. Therefore, we are now 
taking the history, the genesis, of agriculture from its 
beginnings, maybe 10,000 years ago.

The review is thus a double one: of the history of bio-
dynamic agriculture and of the history of agriculture 
as such. 
“Cultural impulse” is a key concept for us, and it has 
belonged to agriculture for 12,000 years. Agriculture 
has shaped human culture as a whole. This move is 
mirrored in the conference programme. We begin with 
seven or eight brief contributions on the 100 years of 
biodynamic agriculture’s life, from plant-breeding via 
research right through to farm development. Then the-
re follows the looking far back to Göbekli Tepe, the !rst 
town settlement of humanity 11,000 years B.C. Arzu 
Duran, pioneer of Turkish biodynamic agriculture, and 
Martin von Mackensen (Dottenfelder Hof) cover this 
span of history back to the origins of land cultivation. I 
am really glad that we have been able once again to win 
Vandana Shiva over. The ecological activist, honoured 
with the alternative Nobel Prize, will speak about the 
rediscovery of the sacred in agriculture. This vista 
leads us, then, back once again, as we would say in an-
throposophical terms, to the ancient Persian culture. 
Since that time the cultural impulse of agriculture has 
lived in lots of variations and then it has been desecra-
ted step by step, become more and more utilitarian so 
as to end up in our times in gene technology. Looking 
as far back as this, we can say, with our eye on the 
future, it is a matter of healing the earth, but also of a 
new consecration of the earth.

 
Presumably agriculture, more than other fields of 
life, still bears the past within it today. 
Indeed yes, and yet we had not planned this far-rea-
ching stretch back into primeval times. We realised 
this properly in the conversations in the Circle of Re-
presentatives, where we worked on the theme. In fact, 
agriculture works with long cycles of time; in it the 
past is still living. In three brief contributions we then 
extend the theme with the three spatial dimensions of 
agriculture, asking about the cosmic, the earthly and 
the atmospheric sources of agriculture. Here the spea-
kers will talk at times about a hundred years, at others 
about 100x100, that is 10,000 years.

What are you hoping for from the conference? 
We are hoping that all who are active in biodynamic 
cultivation look back. They can ask themselves, “From 
whom have I actually received this biodynamic im-
pulse?” “And from whom has he or she received it?” 
Then you realise: after three or four such hand-overs 
of knowledge and practice you are back at the source 
in Koberwitz. In other words, it is far away and at the 
same time quite close. I wish that each person has the 
experience: I am the bearer of an impulse which had its 
starting-point far back in the last century. However, I 
am close to this impulse, when I get into this looking 
back and do not think from Koberwitz onwards, but go 
back from my own position.
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And can this movement be scaled up now? 
Yes, then years will turn into centuries and I realise: 
the entry of modern science into agriculture around 
1840 with Justus von Liebig, that has only just been. 
And then I go further back and come to the replace-
ment of the three-!eld system with the introduction of 
feeding in the cowshed. I ride further back and come 
to the Scottish monks, who were no longer serfs, or day 
labourers, but farmers, who were farming and were 
carrying the Christ impulse. To go into it in such a way 
that the past becomes a personal experience, that is the 
one goal and the organisations, the regional associati-
ons, the specialist associations are now taking this up. 
We have a past and our responsibility in the future is 

1 More on the review process in the next article “Carrying the cultural 
Impulse”, p. 24 - 25.
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based on the biodynamic past and the overall historical 
past. Thus, we will span a bow which will take us into 
the future. The future is not the continuation of the 
past. By making the past our past, we can be free in our 
dealing with it.

And what pitfalls are there? 
The challenge is to perceive and take others seriously 
with their past, which is so distinct from one’s own. In 
Germany we think back to 1924. You cannot do that in 
Brazil. You cannot do it in Tanzania. How is it in India? 
And how is it in Thailand, where there is now maybe 
just about a past of barely ten years?

Where is the reality? Is it in the beginning or has it 
come about through what life has brought in the 100 
years? 
It is both. But we should not be !xated with it, but 
rather bring the two into a reciprocal relationship. I am 
interested in all the origins. We have published a new 
edition of the “Agriculture Course”. I am interested in 
the details. But not because I think it is reality with re-
levance, but because seeds have been sown there. What 
has developed out of them and what is the potential 
that will come from it?

Have you worked completely through the Themes of 
the “Agriculture Course” together? 
It is like in one’s personal life. I believe we have alrea-
dy played through our themes, but then they come 
anew. And so I think that, for example, it is a matter of 
shaping the farm organism, which has been achieved 
in the !rst 100 years. And I would say we have shown it 
scienti!cally with the DOK trials.
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I have just come back from Sekem. How is it with bio-
dynamic cultivation in the desert? To these questions 
we have found answers. The same with the preparati-
ons, plant breeding, with food quality. When it is time 
for it, we shall put all these questions anew from a hig-
her standpoint. This applies particularly to questions 
that seem unresolved, such as the so-called peppering.

What is a highlight for you in the coming conference?   
The panel on Friday at 5 p.m.: women as pioneers in 
biodynamics. We will be making a gesture of aton-
ement towards all the women who have made their 
mark on the century and on the millennia and of whom 
people never speak. They are only women for the most 

2 Compare https://www.!bl.org/de/themen/projektdatenbank/projekt-
item/project/404

part by far! A women will lead the discussion. Oh, and 
I hope the Goetheanum, that is, the decision-makers 
at the Goetheanum see it and take note. I do not know 
whether this has ever happened.

Is handing over from one generation to the next a 
subject of conversation as with the Waldorf schools? 
Yes, but we are not the !rst generation to hand over, 
something that does represent a threshold. However, 
a change is actually coming now. I belong to those in 
their low sixties, who are carrying responsibility in 
the movement. Passing on the baton is beginning, but 
we are not yet (gone). Generally speaking, the question 
needs to be put: who will do the farming in the future? 
Similar to the care professions, we cannot !nd anyone 
to work in the !elds. Farming, as it has been handed 
down from olden times, is dying out. In the country-
side there is a lack of young people coming forward. 
Fortunately, in every generation young people !nd 
their way from the towns and cities into the country. 
They are looking for the future and in many countries 
they encounter us older ones and we learn about bio-
dynamics together. Each time it is new and each time 
it is a great joy. Just now we have been holding four 
training conferences on four continents, in Malaysia, 
in Zimbabwe, in Switzerland and in Peru. The biodyna-
mic movement is growing.

Moreover, we are going to devote ourselves to a further 
aspect at the conference, to the destiny question. I will 
hold a lecture with the title “What are we? Who are 
we?”, a lecture which is concerned with destiny questi-
ons in the biodynamic movement. Rudolf Steiner also 
held lectures about karmic connections at the same 
time as the Koberwitz Course.

The lectures on agriculture took place at 11 o’ clock 
in the morning on the Koberwitz estate, and in the 
evenings Rudolf Steiner spoke about karma in Breslau 
(now Wroclaw, translator’s note). The same people who 
were listening to him on the theme of agriculture were 
then following him, when it was a matter of karmic 
questions. Both questions, destiny and agriculture, are 
interwoven. Personal destiny and that of the biodyna-
mic impulse may perhaps be seen in the context of hu-
manity as a whole. It is not so much a matter of saving 
the earth for its own sake, but for the sake of people 
still to come because human beings want to continue 
incarnating on the earth. Feeling responsible for them 
means keeping the karma place, the earth, alive.


